Term 4:  Week 8
 14 December 2011
End of Year Reports:

All children will bring home their end of year report today.  This shows their progress or achievement in relation to the National Standards in Reading, Writing and Maths as well as their achievement in the other curriculum areas.  If you have questions about your child’s report please talk to their classroom teacher.

Classes for 2012:

Teachers have finalised classes for next year and your child’s class and teacher are written on a slip inside their report envelope.  Teachers have spent a lot of time deciding on class placements, taking into account a number of different factors.  For this reason we will not be considering any requests for a change of class.  There have been changes to class levels for some teachers for next year as well as room changes.  A full list of teachers and room numbers is listed below.  As mentioned previously, due to uneven numbers at some class levels there will be composite classes at some levels next year. 
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Staff News:

I am pleased to announce that we have appointed Mrs. Julie Bodger as the Office Assistant.  Julie will be working in the office with Mrs Hilary Ford. We received over 70 applications for the advertised office position. 

We have also appointed Mr. Simon Koziarski to release teachers in the middle and senior syndicate for their teacher release component as well as releasing the middle and senior Syndicate Leaders. Simon has a degree in music and will be teaching this to the middle and senior classes in addition to taking a music ensemble group.
Graduation Assembly:

We farewell our Year 6s this Friday 16th December at 12.30 p.m.  Many of our Year 6’s started at Oteha Valley as 5 year olds and moving on to Intermediate or Junior High will be their first change of school.  We wish them all the best in their new schools next year.  All parents, caregivers and family members are welcome to attend the graduation ceremony.
Stationery Packs:
Thank you to everyone who indicated they will be purchasing stationery packs for next year.  These will be available for you to pick up from the school office on Thursday 26th and Tuesday 31st January from 10.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.  If you are not purchasing a stationery pack a list of stationery for each year level is on the school website so you can purchase the individual items you require from one of the stationery retailers.  We ask that all children have all stationery items on the first day of school.

End of Term 4:
School finishes for the year at 1.30 p.m. on Friday 16th December, at the conclusion of the Year 6 graduation.  Term 1 commences at 8.50 a.m. on Wednesday 1st February 2012.
Term Dates 2012:

Term 1: Wednesday 1 February – Thursday 5 April
Term 2: Monday 23 April- Friday 29 June
Term 3: Monday 16 July – Friday 28 September

Term 4: Monday 15 October–Tuesday 18 December
Year Book:
Mrs. Prangley has worked hard to compile a record of some significant events of 2012.  All classes have produced a class page for our first Yearbook.  These are on sale for $6.00 and may be purchased from the school office. 
PTA News:
Mufti Day  - Thursday 15th December

Pay $1.00 for the privilege of wearing mufti to school this Thursday.  All proceeds will be collected by the student council and will go towards purchasing rugby posts for our field.

Principal’s Note:
This is the final newsletter for 2012 and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the teachers and support staff for their hard work this year for your children and our school.  I would like to acknowledge and thank the Board of Trustees for the fine job they do governing our school and to the PTA for all their efforts to raise much needed funds to improve the facilities and resources your children can use.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my two terms at Oteha Valley.  It is an excellent school and I have been made very welcome by everyone.  I wish you all a safe, happy and restful Christmas and New Year and look forward to an even better year in 2012.
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Rose Neal
Principal
Community Notices
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 
    Shop, save money, save time and raise funds for your school.
Step 1 – sit down & relax !
Step 2 – get someone to make your favourite coffee !
Step 3 - simply go to www.yourfastshop.co.nz, select your school and start browsing for Christmas presents.
·    No queues, No parking problems, No aching feet !
Save on petrol costs.
Over 70 online stores to choose from including electronics at Apple, fashion at Ezibuy, books at The Nile, toys at Mighty Ape and you can even get your groceries online at Woolworths.   Your shopping is dealt with directly by your chosen online store www.yourfastshop.co.nz automatically provide funds to your school. Treat yourself to easy shopping and help your school this Christmas.
After-School Art Classes (Ages 7-12yrs, term 1, 2012). These 6-week classes introduce children to methods and techniques useful for developing skills in pencil drawing and painting with acrylics. Beginning with drawing they will discover how simple shapes can be used to develop more complex images then produce a painting with step-by-step guidance from a professional artist. Fun and focused. Tutor: Eion Bryant (www.eionbryant.com) VENUES: Bays Community Centre (Browns Bay), Mondays or Weds, $87. Lake House Arts Centre, Fridays $100.  Bookings essential: email eion@eionbryant.com, Ph 483 6703 
Maths troubles? Does this sound like your child? Call Karen McRae (BSc) on 473-9620 or 027-473-9621 for caring, competent tuition. Get sorted this summer and head confidently into next year’s maths programme.

NIT-ENZ is SAFE, EFFECTIVE & VERY AFFORDABLE!
Simply use as a normal shampoo twice a week, normal conditioner afterwards, and you won't have to worry about head lice again!  Nit-Enz is NOW available from Albany New World or for further details visit www.nit-enz.com.  $15.35 NIT-ENZ Certified Organic Shampoo 225ml (will last approx a school term when used as directed)!  $10.20 NIT-ENZ Head Lice Repellent Hair Gel 200ml or Hair Spray 165ml to be used daily!
SEASONS  Growing Through Grief

A programme for those suffering grief and loss through death, separation, divorce and imprisonment.  We provide a programme through peer support for children 5-12. Teens & parents.  The groups are held for 1 hour a week usually in the school term with trained facilitators.  We have food, fun, arts and crafts and do lots of talking. Enquiries and enrolments for 2012 are now being taken. Gwenda Hanley- Co-ordinator ph 410 0944 or seasonsnorthshore@gmail.com
Afterschool Science, Inventions & Technology Programme at Oteha Valley School
Bubble Dome is back with the exciting new afterschool programme in Science, Inventions & Technology at Oteha Valley School. This is an 8 week programme open for all students aged 6-13 years interested in practical hands-on activities such as designing and constructing exciting inventions. Explore amazing science ideas and exercise lateral thinking skills as you create. Experiment, invent, make models and take part in brain-stretching challenges. Spaces strictly limited. Dates announced early 2012. To book Tel: 09-622-0670 or Email: info@bubbledome.co.nz or  visit: www.bubbledome.co.nz
Edventure Summer Camps
Edventure is running two summer camps in January (16th-20th and 23rd-27th) OSCAR approved. Fishing, gold mining, tramping, swimming, snorkelling and yachting are some of the activities in the week long camp. We have a pick up point in Auckland at the SH1 service centre near Papakura (drop the kids off Monday at 8.30am and pick them up on Friday at 5.00pm, we will take care of the rest.) For more info please visit our website www.edventure.co.nz or ph 021 0224 1576

"ZUMBA( Fitness classes with ZUMBA LATINAS, in the Hall continuing in the New Year from 9th January 2012. There are TWO classes, MONDAYS and WEDNESDAYS at 7pm.  Options: Casual $10, concession card $80 (10 classes) or ALL you can have ZUMBA( for $65 a month (valid 30 days/non-transferable). Enquiries  at joinourparty@hotmail.com or Carolina 021772566. HAVE A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS AND may the New Year bring you lots of blessings."
